
THE PLANNING PROCESS: APPLICATIONS AND SUBMISSIONS 
 
Your local planning authority (LPA) – usually the district or borough council – is responsible for 
deciding whether a proposed development should be allowed to go ahead. This is called planning 
permission. 
 
Most new buildings, major alterations to existing buildings and significant changes to the use of a 
building or piece of land need this permission. 
 
However, certain minor building works – known as permitted development – don't need planning 
permission. This is because the effect of such developments on neighbours or the surrounding 
environment is likely to be small – e.g. building a boundary wall below a certain height. Similarly, a 
change of land or building use is classed as permitted development if it's within the same use class. 
Visit our section on use classes 
 
Other areas get special protection against certain developments. Reasons for special protection 
include: 

• Protect attractive landscape – e.g. national parks 
• Protect interesting plants and/or wildlife 
• Control the spread of towns and villages into open countryside – e.g. Green Belts 
• Protect monuments or buildings of historical or architectural interest 

 

What Type of Permission? 
Planning permission is not needed for all household building work. Under permitted development 
rules you can carry out a number of household building work projects, provided they meet certain 
limits and conditions. 
 
The main types of permission required for works to an existing house are:  
 
Householder planning consent (for proposals to alter or enlarge a single house, including works 
within the boundary/garden of a house. It should be used for projects such as: 

 Extensions 
 Conservatories 
 Loft conversions 
 Dormer windows 
 Garages, car ports and outbuildings 

 
Full planning consent (to make a detailed planning application for development, excluding 
householder developments). For the purposes of this type of application, development includes 
building, engineering or other works, in, on, over or under land, or the making of any material 
change in the use of any buildings or other land. As such it should be used for: 

  Any works relating to a flat 
 Applications to change the number of dwellings (flat conversions, building a separate house 

in the garden) 
 Changes of use to part or all of the property to non-residential (including business) uses 
 Anything outside the garden of the property (including stables if in a separate paddock) 
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